
LAZY GARDENERôS 
GARDEN  



Well, maybe not that  lazy! 



Design With 
Maintenance in Mind  



Design With Maintenance in Mind  

·Group plants with similar care needs and place 
higher maintenance plantings near the home where 
the added beauty may justify the added work.  

·Sweat Savers ï  Repeat your successes and plant 
reseeders. (Purple Coneflower & Columbine are 
examples) 

·Deadhead for more blooms and to save seeds. 

·Weed when weeds are young and small 

¹ Before the reseed or develop large roots that are hard to get out 

 



Dense & Lush ï helps prevent weeds and 
conserves moisture 

 



·Make beds large and sweeping. Combine several 
small beds into a large one to reduce mowing time. 

·Avoid sharp angles. Gradual curves are easier to 
mow and more aesthetically pleasing to the eye.  

·If you have several trees close together in the lawn, 
consider creating a large bed around them.  

¹ This will save time mowing and edging around each trunk and 
provide a place to toss the leaves as a natural mulch  

 



 



Choosing Low Maintenance Plants 

 

·Choose more sustainable plants that are drought- 
and pest-tolerant  

·Tall flowers and vegetables may not be able to 
support the weight of their flowers and fruit. They 
might need staking, caging, or support with a wire 
grid to keep them from falling  

·Ask of every plant before buying it: Am I willing to 
do the work to take care of it? 

 

 

 

 



·Avoid delicate plants such as delphiniums, garden 
phlox, and hollyhocks, which need extra care and 
staking.  

¹ Although spectacular in bloom, these prima donnas require 
constant protection from pests and diseases, plus pampered, 
rich, moist soil and, often, staking to keep them from falling 
over. 



Ornamental Grasses 

·Require no more care than cutting back to 6ź in early 
March.  

·A month later theyôre 
 back and will  
contribute to your  
 garden all season  
long and even through 
 winter.  

·Just give them enough 
 space; a half-day of sun 
 is usually plenty.  
 
 
 

Deer Grass 



Trees and Shrubs 

·Create full, gorgeous and low-maintenance gardens. 
At most, some require yearly pruning; others, not 
even that.  

·Shrubs, even in hedges, should be allowed to grow 
naturally, not sheared into perfect but unnatural 
shapes. Shearing is not only a lot of work but bad for 
plant health.  

·Most conifers require no pruning at all. Other 
evergreens (e.g., cherry laurels,) and most deciduous 
flowering shrubs need a yearly pruning  

 



 



 



Ground Covers 

·Less work than turfgrass around trees or along 
fences where itôs hard to mow.  

·Plants that spread (most groundcovers) should we 
planted alone or with large plants, not with annuals 
or perennials that can be smothered by aggressive 
groundcovers.  

·Itôs easiest to find one or two groundcovers that 
works well in your garden and use them extensively. 
 



Myoporum  

 



Potentilla  ground cover 

 



Bulbs 

·There are bulbs for every site, 
sun or shade, and the lowest-
maintenance bulbs are those 
that naturalize, which means 
they spread on their own and 
come back for years.  

·Good repeaters and spreaders 
are species crocus, chinodoxa, 
hyacinthoides, and certain 
daffodils - the ones described 
as perennializing  or 
naturalizing.  

 

 
 

 

 


